
 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosh Hashanah 5768 (2007) 

The Birthday of the World 

 

L’shanah tovah tikateivu veteichateim 

May you be inscribed and sealed for a good year 

 

Hearken, O Israel, unto my voice, 

And give ear to mine instruction. 

My word shall go before thee 

And a Pillar of Fire by Night, 

and as a Pillar of Cloud. 

Thou shalt follow it by day. 

Turn not aside, nor faint, 

And it shall lead thee to a land of plenty 

Flowing with milk of life eternal 

and the honey of unblemished wisdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We would like to thank all the synagogues, other organizations, and individuals who make Hebrew prayers available online, 

without whom this service would have been much more difficult to prepare.
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Preliminary Thoughts 

 

 

 

 

 

You are not alien to this planet.  You are her child.  You belong here.  Walk on the grass.  It's ok.  Sit in the 

mud, it won't hurt you.  Accept the cold, the heat, the rain, and the wind.  Remember that you are created 

from the spirit of the Four Winds and from the Earth taken from all four corners of the planet.  

 -Sefer ha-Zohar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sages say: 

Customarily when people appear before a mortal court for judgment, they approach in a morbid state of 

solemn countenance and with great trepidation, of the outcome of their judgment, ... Not so however when 

the day of divine judgment begins, for the Jews are then clad in white and gird themselves in festiveness and 

eat and drink and rejoice in the conviction that G-d will do wonders for them.  (Babylonian Talmud) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talmud Yarushalimi Kiddushin says: 

“On the day of his death, every man must account for every fruit he saw but did not eat, for every lawful 

pleasure he denied himself.” 
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What Was Said to the Rose  
 

What was said to the rose that made it open 

was said to me here in my chest.  

What was told the Cypress  

that made it strong and straight,  

what was whispered the jasmine so it is what it is,  

whatever made sugarcane sweet,  

whatever was said to the inhabitants of the town of Chigil in Turkestan  

that makes them so handsome,  

whatever lets the pomegranate flower blush like a human face,  

that is being said to me now.  

I blush.  

Whatever put eloquence in language, that's happening here. 

The great warehouse doors open;  

I fill with gratitude, 

chewing a piece of sugarcane,  

in love with the One to whom every ñThatéò belongs!  

 

 

(Jaladin Rumi,  

translated by Coleman Barks)
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Blessings Over Candles 
 

Rosh Hashanah, as all things do, begins with light. In all places, and in all times, fire has been a beautiful 

mystery. Fire is warmth, comfort, light, and heat; it is our weapon against fear, our beacon toward home, and 

our power over the unknown. So, as the light of these candles increases ever the light of the world, we say:  

 

 

Blessing over Candles  

 
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam 

Blessed are you, Adonai, our G-d, sovereign of the forever  

 
asher kidishanu b'mitz'votav v'tzivanu 

Who has sanctified us with His mitzvoht and instructed us  

 
l'had'lik neir shel [shabbat v'shel] yom tov (Amein) 

to light the candles of [Shabbat and of] the holiday (Amen)  

 

 

From this point on, everything that happens is a part of a great ritual, taking place all over the world, as it has 

been done for thousands of years. We are here because five thousand six hundred and seventy eight years 

ago, Elohim created us in their image, created us with the capacity to create. That is the story we are telling 

today. We are here because five thousand six hundred and seventy eight years ago, the obligation of creation 

was handed to us. That is our birthright and our calling. That is the ritual we are working today.  

 

We say together:  

 

ñBlessed are You, Adonai, Who forms Light and creates Darkness.ò  
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Blessing Over Wine 
 

Heady and intoxicating, sweet, and sublime, wine is our symbol of joy, and it is with joy that we celebrate 

creation.  

 

Perplexed no more by human or divine, 

Tomorrow’s tangle to the winds resign, 

And lose your fingers in the tresses of 

The cypress-slender minister of wine. 

(Omer al Khayyami) 

 

 

 
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam 

Blessed are you, Adonai, our G-d, lord of the forever  

 
borei p'ri hagafen (Amein) 

Who creates the fruit of the vine (Amen)  

 
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam 

Blessed are you, Adonai, our G-d, king of the universe  

 
asher bachar banu mikol am v'rom'manu mikol lashon 

who has chosen us from among all people, and exalted us above every tongue  

 
v'kid'shanu b'mitz'votav vatiten lanu Adonai Eloheinu, b'ahavah 

and sanctified us with His mitzvoth ,and you gave us, Adonai our G-d, with love  

 
b'ahavah et yom [hashabat hazeh v'et yom] 

with love this day of [Sabbath and this day of]  

 
hazikaron hazeh yom [zikh'ron] t'ru'ah 

remembrance, a day of [remembrance of] shofar blowing [with love]  

 
[b'ahavah] mik'ra kodesh zeikher litzi'at mitz'rayim 

[with love] a holy convocation, a memorial of the exodus from Egypt  
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ki vanu vachar'ta v'otanu kidash'ta mikal ha'amim 

Indeed, You have chosen us and made us holy from all peoples  

 
ud'var'kha emet v'kayam la'ad 

and Your word is true and established for ever.  

 
Barukh atah Adonai melekh al kol ha'aretz 

Blessed are You, Adonai, our G-d, Lord over all the earth,  

 
m'kadeish [hashabat v] yisra'eil v'yom hazikaron. (Amein) 

Who sanctifies [the sabbath] and Israel and the Day of Remembrance. (Amen)  

 

 



 

 

7 

 

Blessing over Bread 
 

 

Baking bread is the foundational act of civilization.  It involves taking the harvests of the earth and 

combining them, waiting, kneading, baking, all just so.  There is an alchemy to baking; bread is not just hot 

grain and water, it is magically transformed into something altogether new.  We donôt know when man first 

baked bread.  Our best archaeological evidence does indicate that civilization began about 5700 years ago in 

the near east, and the earliest records we have of bread date to that period.  What can it possibly mean to say 

that humans were created 5768 years ago?  I think it means this:  five thousand seven hundred and sixty eight 

years ago, humans became truly humanéwe acquired a soul, and became, truly, ñthe image of G-dò.  We 

learned to create.  To bring forth bread.  When seen in this perspective, the date suddenly makes sense.  As 

we break bread together, we break bread with the first people to eat bread, hot from the oven, and dream of 

civilization. 

 

 

 

 
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha-olam 

Blessed are You, Lord, our G-d, King of the Universe  

 
hamotzi lechem min ha'aretz. (Amein). 

who brings forth bread from the earth. (Amen)  
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Apples & Honey 

 
 

Apples and honey are both sweet; what is the need for two symbols of sweetness? Apples are a fruit.  Many 

fruits are sweet, and so the sweetness of the apple comes as no surprise.  In this way, the apple symbolizes 

the sweetness we expect, the good times anticipated. Honey, on the other hand, is regurgitated by poisonous 

insects.  That it should be so sweet is a wonderful and unexpected delight.  Bees swarm, they sting.  Honey 

symbolizes the sweetness that is cloaked in pain, the unexpected joy of becoming.  

 

 

 

 
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam 

Blessed are you, Lord, our G-d, king of the universe  

 
borei p'ri ha'eitz (Amein). 

who creates the fruit of the tree. (Amen)  

Take a bite from the apple dipped in honey, then continue with the following:  

 
y'hi ratzon mil'fanekha Adonai eloheinu vei'lohei avoteinu 

May it be Your will, Lord our G-d and G-d of our ancestors  

 
sh't'chadeish aleinu shanah tovah um'tukah. 

that you renew for us a good and sweet year.  

 

 

Mystically Significant Trivia:  Honey is one of only two kosher foods which come from animals it is 

forbidden to eat.  The other is mother’s milk. 
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Al Kol Eleh (For All These Things) 

 

Every bee that brings the honey 

Needs a sting to be complete 

And we all must learn 

to taste the bitter with the sweet. 

 

Keep, Eili, the fire burning 

Through the night and through the day 

For the man who is returning 

from so far away. 

 

CHORUS: 

------------------------------------------------- 

Al kol eleh, Al kol eleh 

Shmor na li, E-li hatov 

Al hadevash v'al haoketz 

Al hamar vehamatok 

 

Over all of these, Over all of these 

Please grant Your protection, Eili 

Over the honey and over the sting. 

Over the bitter and over the sweet. 

------------------------------------------------- 

 

Protect the house in which we live. 

The garden and the wall 

From the grief and sudden fear. 

And from war most of all. 

 

Guard what little I've been given 

Guard the hill my child might climb 

Let the fruit that's yet to ripen 

Not be plucked before its time. 

 

CHORUS 

 

As the wind makes rustling night sounds 

And a star falls in its arc 

All my dreams and my desires 

crystallize out of the dark. 

 

Guard for me, oh Lord, these treasures 

All my friends keep safe and strong, 

Guard the stillness, guard the weeping, 

And above all, guard our songs. 

 

CHORUS
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The Call to Prayer  (Barechu) 

  
Leader: Praise the One to Whom our praise is due.  

  
Together: Praise the One to Whom our praise is due now and forever.  

 

 

 

Shema and VôAhavta 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9  

   

Sh'ma Yis'ra'eil Adonai Eloheinu Adonai echad. 

Hear, Israel, the Lord is our G-d, the Lord is One.  

In an undertone: 

 
Barukh sheim k'vod malkhuto l'olam va'ed. 

Blessed be the Name of His glorious kingdom for ever and ever.  

 
V'ahav'ta eit Adonai Elohekha b'khol l'vav'kha uv'khol naf'sh'kha uv'khol m'odekha. 

And you shall love the Lord your G-d with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your might.  

 
V'hayu had'varim ha'eileh asher anokhi m'tzav'kha hayom al l'vavekha. 

And these words that I command you today shall be in your heart.  

 
V'shinan'tam l'vanekha v'dibar'ta bam 

And you shall teach them diligently to your children, and you shall speak of them  

 
b'shiv't'kha b'veitekha uv'lekh't'kha vaderekh uv'shakh'b'kha uv'kumekha 

when you sit at home, and when you walk along the way, and when you lie down and when 

you rise up.  

 
Uk'shar'tam l'ot al yadekha v'hayu l'totafot bein einekha. 

And you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be for frontlets between 

your eyes.  
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Ukh'tav'tam al m'zuzot beitekha uvish'arekha. 

And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.  

 

Deuteronomy 11:13-21  

 
V'hayah im shamo'a tish'm'u el mitz'votai 

And it shall come to pass if you surely listen to the commandments  

 
asher anokhi m'tzaveh et'khem hayom 

that I command you today  

 
l'ahavah et Adonai Eloheikhem ul'av'do b'khol l'vav'khem uv'khol naf'sh'khem 

to love the Lord your G-d and to serve him with all your heart and all your soul,  

 
V'natati m'tar ar'tz'khem b'ito yoreh umal'kosh 

v'asaf'ta d'ganekha v'tirosh'kha v'yitz'harekha. 

That I will give rain to your land, the early and the late rains, 

that you may gather in your grain, your wine and your oil.  

 
V'natati eisev b'sad'kha liv'hem'tekha v'akhal'ta v'sava'ta. 

And I will give grass in your fields for your cattle and you will eat and you will be 

satisfied.  

 
Hisham'ru lakhem pen yif'teh l'vav'khem 

v'sar'tem va'avad'tem Elohim acheirim v'hish'tachavitem lahem 

Beware, lest your heart be deceived 

and you turn and serve other G-ds and worship them.  

 
V'charah af Adonai bakhem v'atzar et hashamayim v'lo yih'yeh matar 

v'ha'adamah lo titein et y'vulah 

And anger of the Lord will blaze against you, and he will close the heavens and there will 

not be rain, 

and the earth will not give you its fullness,  
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va'avad'tem m'heirah mei'al ha'aretz hatovah asher Adonai notein lakhem. 

and you will perish quickly from the good land that the Lord gives you.  

 
V'sam'tem et d'varai eileh al l'vav'khem v'al naf'sh'khem 

uk'shar'tem otam l'ot al yed'khem v'hayu l'totafot bein eineikhem. 

So you shall put these, my words, on your heart and on your soul; 

and you shall bind them for signs on your hands, and they shall be for frontlets between 

your eyes.  

 
V'limad'tem otam et b'neikhem l'dabeir bam 

And you shall teach them to your children, and you shall speak of them  

 
b'shiv't'kha b'veitekha uv'lekh't'kha vaderekh uv'shakh'b'kha uv'kumekha 

when you sit at home, and when you walk along the way, and when you lie down and when 

you rise up.  

 
Ukh'tav'tam al m'zuzot beitekha uvish'arekha. 

And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.  

 
L'ma'an yirbu y'maychem vi-y'may v'naychem al ha-adamah 

asher nishba Adonai la-avotaychem latayt lahem ki-y'may ha-shamayim al ha-aretz.  

In order to prolong your days and the days of your children on the land 

that the Lord promised your fathers that he would give them, as long as the days that the 

heavens are over the earth.  

 

Numbers 15:37-41  

 
Vayo'mer Adonai el mosheh lei'mor 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying...  

 
Dabeir el b'nei Yis'ra'eil v'amar'ta aleihem 

Speak to the children of Israel and say to them  
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v'asu lahem tzitzit al kan'fei vig'deihem l'dorotam 

v'nat'nu al tzitzit hakanaf p'til t'kheilet 

they should make themselves tzitzit (fringes) on the corners of their clothing throughout 

their generations, 

and give the tzitzit of each corner a thread of blue.  

 
V'hayah lakhem l'tzitzit ur'item oto uz'khar'tem et kol mitz'vot Adonai 

va'asitem otam v'lo taturu acharei l'vav'khem v'acharei eineikhem 

asher atem zonim achareihem 

And they shall be tzitzit for you, and when you look at them you will remember all of the 

Lord's commandments 

and do them and not follow after your heart and after your eyes 

which lead you astray.  

 
L'ma'an tiz'k'ru va'asitem et kol mitz'votai viyitem k'doshim lei'loheikhem 

In order to remember and do all My commandments, and be holy for your G-d.  

 
Ani Adonai Eloheikhem 

asher hotzei'ti et'khem mei'eretz Mitz'rayim lih'yot lakhhem leilohim 

Ani Adonai Eloheikhem 

I am the Lord, your G-d 

who lead you from the land of Egypt to be a G-d to you. 

I am the Lord, your G-d.  
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Evocation of Angels (Shalom Aleichem, part 1) 
 

Today is a day of rejoicing, not only for us, but for all of creation.  The angels, G-ds first created, are His 

messengers, carrying Truth from Creator to Creation and back again.  As we begin the central portion of our 

service, we call forth angels to join us in their function as the messengers of G-d and as fellow celebrants.  

We will bid them farewell at the end of the service. 

 

 

 

Peace be upon you,  

teaching angels,  

messengers of the Most High,  

of the Supreme King of Kings,  

the Holy One, blessed be He.  

 

Come in peace,  

messengers of peace,  

messengers of the Most High,  

of the Supreme King of Kings,  

the Holy One, blessed be He.
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Hymn to the Shekhinah  
Isaac Luria  

 

 

I sing in hymns 

to enter the gates 

of the Field 

of holy apples.  

A new table 

we prepare for Her, 

a lovely candelabrum 

sheds its light upon us.  

Between right and left 

the Bride approaches, 

in holy jewels 

and festive garments.  

Her Husband embraces Her 

in Her foundation, 

giving Her pleasure, 

squeezing out his strength.  

Torment and trouble 

are ended. 

Now there are joyous faces 

and spirits and souls.  

He gives Her great joy 

in twofold measure. 

Light shines upon Her 

and streams of blessing.  

Bridesmen go forth 

and prepare the Bride's adornments, 

food of various kinds 

all manner of fish.  

To beget souls 

and new spirits 

on the thirty-two paths 

and three branches.  

She has seventy crowns 

and the supernal King, 

that all may be crowned 

in the Holy of Holies.  

All the worlds are engraved 

and concealed within Her, 

but all shine forth 

from the "Ancient of Days."  

May it be His will 

that He dwell among His people, 

who take joy for His sake 

with sweets and honey.  

In the south I set 
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the hidden candelabrum, 

I make room in the north 

for the table with the loaves.  

With wine in beakers 

and boughs of myrtle 

to fortify the Betrothed, 

to strengthen the weak.  

We plait them wreaths 

of precious words 

for the crowning of the seventy 

in fifty gates.  

Let the Shekhinah be adorned 

by six holy loaves 

connected on every side 

with the Heavenly Sanctuary.  

Weakened and cast out 

the impure powers, 

the menacing demons 

are now in fetters.  
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Fathers and Mothers (Avot vôImahot) 
 

                          
 

Blessed is Adonai, our G-d, who redeemed our ancestors in days of old. 

Redeem us now, Adonai, as you did for our fathers. 

Redeem us by the merit of Abraham, who abandoned the faith of his father. 

Redeem us by the merit of Isaac, who slipped his bonds. 

Redeem us by the merit of Jacob, who wrestled with El. 

Redeem us now, Adonai, as you did for our mothers. 

Redeem us by the merit of Rachael, who stole her fatherôs idols. 

Redeem us by the merit of Leah, whose eyes were weak. 

Redeem us by the merit of Rebekkah, who set brother against brother. 

Redeem us by the merit of Sarah, who laughed at you, 

and laughed, and laughed, and laughed. 

As we do. 
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It is not only the ancient psalms that bring joy to G-dôs heart.  Every Jewish tongue drips psalms and G-d 

loves them all. 

 

Magic Psalm, Allen Ginsberg 

 

Because this world is on the wing and what cometh no man can know 

O Phantom that my mind pursues from year to year descend from heaven to this shaking flesh 

catch up my fleeting eye in the vast Ray that knows no bounds 

-- Inseparable -- Master -- Giant outside Time with all its falling leaves -- Genius of the Universe -- Magician 

in Nothingness where appear red clouds -- Unspeakable King of the roads that are gone ï Unintelligible 

Horse riding out of the graveyard -- Sunset spread over Cordillera and insect -- Gnarl Moth -- Griever -- 

Laugh with no mouth, Heart that never had flesh to die -- Promise that was not made -- Reliever, whose 

blood burns in a million animals wounded -- 

O Mercy, Destroyer of the World, O Mercy, Creator of Breasted Illusions, O Mercy, cacophonous 

warmouthed dovelingé.ò 

Come, 

invade my body with the sex of G-d, choke up my nostrils with 

corruption's infinite caress, 

transfigure me to slimy worms of pure sensate transcendency 

é  

Desire that created me, Desire I hide in my body, Desire all Man know Death, Desire surpassing the 

Babylonian possible world 

That makes my flesh shake orgasm of thy Name which I donôt know never will never speak ï 

Speak to Mankind to say the great bell tolls a golden tone on iron balconies in every million universe, 

I am thy prophet come home this world to scream an unbearable 

Name through my 5 senses hideous sixth 

é 

Drive me crazy, G-d Iôm ready for disintegration of my mind, disgrace me in the eye of the earth, 

Attack my hairy heart with terror eat my cock Invisible croak of deathfrog leap on me pack of heavy dogs 

salivating light, 

Devour my brain One flow of endless consciousness, Iôm scared of your promise must make scream my 

prayer in fear ï 

Descend O Light Creator & Eater of Mankind, disrupt, disrupt the world in its madness of bombs and 

murder, 

é  

Cover my belly with hands of moss, fill up my ears with your lightning, blind me with prophetic rainbows 

That I taste the shit of Being at last, that I touch Thy genitals in the palmtree, 

That the vast Ray of Futurity enter my mouth to sound They Creation Forever Unborn, O Beauty invisible to 

my Century! 

é  

That I surpass desire for transcendency and enter the calm water of the universe 

That I ride out this wave, not drown forever in the flood of my imagination 

That I not be slain thru my own insane magic, this crime be punished in merciful jails of death, men 

understand my speech out of their Turkish heart, the prophets aid me with Proclamation. 

The Seraphim acclaim Thy Name, Thyself at once in one huge Mouth of universe make meat reply.  
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Eili, Eili, Hannah Senesh 

 

 

 

 

 

Eili Eili  

Shelo yigameir l'olam,  

Hachol v'hayam  

rish-rush shel hamayim,  

B'rak hashamyim  

t'filat ha-adam. 

O Lord, my God, I pray that these things shall never end.  

The sand and the sea,  

the rush of the waters,  

the crash of the heavens,  

the prayer of man. 
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Psalm 104 
as translated by Jacob Rabinowitz 

 

G-d, you are most great, 

Dressed in splendor and majesty, 

Your clothing is the light. 

 

You built the heavens to be your house ï 

Your palace is the sky. 

The clouds are your horse 

Whose wings are the wind. 

The breezes are your messengers, 

Lightning bolts ï your servants. 

 

You made the earth a firm and forever unshakable place. 

You pulled the floodwaters over it like a blanket, 

Covering mountaintops ï and at your shout 

They rushed back down, running from your thunder. 

 

As the waters drew off, hills rearose, 

Valleys sank, all went back to the place you first gave it. 

You made the shores a border 

The waters canôt repass to recover the earth. 

 

You set springs in the mountains to feed into streams 

Then rivers torrenting through gorges 

To where they give drink to the wild beasts of the plain, 

Quenching the thirst of the wild ass, 

Watering riverbank trees ï  

Home to birds who sing among the leaves. 

 

You lean out of heavenôs high window 

And pour rain on the green mountaintops. 

You feed the entire world, 

Make grass for cattle to crop and crops for men to tend. 

 

You have earth sprout grain for bread 

That restores a manôs strength, and the vine 

That gladdens hearts, makes faces glow. 

 

You nourish the cedars of Lebanon 

Which you planted to be the trees of G-d; 

Their branches host all birds ï 

The stork makes his house in the highest. 

 

You formed the crag-paths ï easy roads for the goat, 

And rocky hillsides where the rabbit makes his castle. 

 

You shaped the moon to mark months, 
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And the sun who never forgets what time it is, 

You bring down dark ï itôs night. 

Forest animals come slinking out. 

The lion roars for bloody meat, 

Calling for G-d to send him a kill. 

 

Sun rises ï theyôre all gathered back 

Creeping to their lairs. 

Man goes out to his work, 

Busy with it till evening comes. 

 

How great are your creations, O G-d! 

How wisely you made them, 

Everywhere the earth shows your work. 

 

Here and huge is the sea, holding the land in its blue and limitless hands, 

Cupping infinities of fish, from microscopic to big as the ships 

That to and fro across it, 

And Leviathan, who you gave the whole ocean to play in. 

 

All these creatures look only to you to feed them every day. 

You give ï they gather their dinner. 

Your hand is open ï they gorge on good things. 

You hide your face ï they feel death-fear, 

You take back their breath ï they die, theyôre dirt. 

You breathe in life, the landôs refreshed, 

Recreatured with newborn things. 

 

G-d is glorious forever! May he delight in his creations! 

If he just looks at earth it quakes, 

If he touches the mountains they volcano out smoke. 
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Unetanah Tokef 
 

We shall ascribe holiness to this day.  

For it is awesome and terrible.  

Your kingship is exalted upon it.  

Your throne is established in mercy. 

You are enthroned upon it in truth. 

 

In truth You are the judge, 

The exhorter, the all-knowing, the witness, 

He who inscribes and seals, 

Remembering all that is forgotten. 

 

You open the book of remembrance 

Which proclaims itself, 

And the seal of each person is there. 

 

The great shofar is sounded, 

A still small voice is heard. 

The angels are dismayed, 

They are seized by fear and trembling 

As they proclaim: Behold the Day of Judgment! 

For all the hosts of heaven are brought for judgment. 

 

They shall not be guiltless in Your eyes 

And all creatures shall parade before You as a troop. 

As a shepherd herds his flock, 

Causing his sheep to pass beneath his staff, 

So do You cause to pass, count, and record, 

Visiting the souls of all living, 

Decreeing the length of their days, 

Inscribing their judgment. 

 

On Rosh Hashanah it is inscribed, 

And on Yom Kippur it is sealed. 

How many shall pass away and how many shall be born, 

Who shall live and who shall die, 

Who shall reach the end of his days and who shall not, 

Who shall perish by water and who by fire, 

Who by sword and who by wild beast, 

Who by famine and who by thirst, 

Who by earthquake and who by plague, 

Who by strangulation and who by stoning, 

Who shall have rest and who shall wander, 

Who shall be at peace and who shall be pursued, 

Who shall be at rest and who shall be tormented, 

Who shall be exalted and who shall be brought low, 

Who shall become rich and who shall be impoverished.  

But repentance, prayer and righteousness avert the severe decree. 
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For Your praise is in accordance with Your name. You are difficult to anger and easy to appease. For You do 

not desire the death of the condemned, but that he turn from his path and live. Until the day of his death You 

wait for him. Should he turn, You will receive him at once. In truth You are their Creator and You 

understand their inclination, for they are but flesh and blood. The origin of man is dust, his end is dust. He 

earns his bread by exertion and is like a broken shard, like dry grass, a withered flower, like a passing 

shadow and a vanishing cloud, like a breeze that blows away and dust that scatters, like a dream that flies 

away. But You are King, G-d who lives for all eternity! There is no limit to Your years, no end to the length 

of Your days, no measure to the hosts of Your glory, no understanding the meaning of Your Name. Your 

Name is fitting unto You and You are fitting unto it, and our name has been called by Your Name. Act for the 

sake of Your Name, and sanctify Your Name through those who sanctify Your Name. 

 

Together: Kadosh, kadosh, kadosh Adonai tzôvaot; môloh kol ha-arets kôvodoh. 

 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts - the whole earth is pregnant with G-d’s glory! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Shofar is blown. (Please drum or stand if you wish.) 
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Who Is Like You? (Mi Chamocha) 
 

                                                   
 

Who is like You among all the other G-ds, Adonai? 

Who is like You, glorious in holiness 

awesome in praise, doing wonders? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Davidôs Nineteenth Song of Praise 
A VERY loose translation 

 

Grandfather Sky is singing, but the Song, Song is his father.  

The Heavens cry out to the Mother who bore them.  

 

Dawn bubbles up like poetry, a brook of speech meandering towards tomorrow.  

Night, every night, is mirror for scrying, a prophecy of how tomorrow night will magnify G-d, the architect 

of Earth and Sky.  

 

Day, our brother; our sister Night;  

their lovemaking conveys all this  

without words, without sound.  

 

The alternating sequence of dark and light telegraphs a harmony of times;  

their rhythm penetrates the furthest reaches of earth.  

Straddling Night and Day, El set up a house for the Sun.  

 

Every morning He carries Dawn across the threshold,  

as eager as a virgin, as glad as a runner about to sprint.  

 

In a moment as long as the sky, thereôs no place their Love doesnôt touch.  

 

(adapted from a translation by Jacob Rabinowitz) 
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Zohar Canticle 
 

What is Wisdom?  

 

ñWisdom is this which a person needs to have in order to know. One way is to contemplate the mystery of 

His Master. Another is to know oneôs self. Who am I? How was I created? Where do I come from, where am 

I going? How is the body fixed to function? How must I give an account of myself before the Ruler of All? A 

third way is to know the secrets of souls. What is the within me? Where does it come from? Why did it come 

into this body made from a stinking drop [of semen]? A fourth way is to know and contemplate the world 

one is in. What is its purpose? And then to seek to know the supernal mysteries of the higher worlds and to 

know oneôs Master. Al of these paths of contemplation are within the mysteries of the Torahé.  

 

 

 

Abulafia Repents 
culled from Sefer Ha-Ot 

(The Book of Letters, or The Book of Stuff) 

 

 

I pierced the hearts with my sword,  

denying him, and his Name  

was bayonet tongue killing them  

as it will bring death to his enemies  

in just trials.  

 

Changed my evil path to the straight  

by force of the honored and terrible Name  

which watches over those in the land who know Him  

 

Prophesied in the Name  

the square and the triangle  

when I was in the tiny attic  

in the house on the south  

called Josephôs Hand  

 

The heads of every congregation  

weakened from the day the Torah was given  

and now there are no rulers among his tribes  

 

Demons came to their end  

hairy ones were cut short  

elder and younger both  

were given to the slaughter by  

the tender boy king.  

 

Rejoice, be happy now  

oh wise men of my people!  
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G-d indwells within us  

and my heart bursts with joy  

 

Eye sees and heart is gay  

ear listens and the whole body dances  

the legs kick trippingly  

and man on earth leaps in circles about  

 

Mouth speaks  

heart answers from home  

heart whispers His will  

brain receives the Idea  

as do the ears, the eyes, the senses.  

 

He has made a covenant  

that his Name be blessed before all living eyes  

eye of sun, eye of moon  

known all over the land.  
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Blessings Before and After Reading Torah 
 

 

  
 

(We skip the Barechu here ï lines 2 and 3 ï because we began the service with it.) 

  

Blessed is Adonai our G-d, Ruler of the Universe, Who has chosen us from all 

peoples by giving us this Torah. Blessed is Adonai, Giver of the Torah.  

 

  
 

Blessed is Adonai our G-d, Ruler of the Universe, who has given us a Torah of 

truth, implanting within us eternal life. Blessed is Adonai, Giver of the Torah.  
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Creation and the Garden (Genesis 1 ï 3) 

 

 

Creation, the First Day 

 

1:1 In the beginning God created heaven and earth. 

1:2 The earth was without form and empty, with darkness on the face of the depths, but God's spirit moved on the water's surface. 

1:3 God said, 'There shall be light,' and light came into existence. 

1:4 God saw that the light was good, and God divided between the light and the darkness. 

1:5 God named the light 'Day,' and the darkness He named 'Night.' It was evening and it was morning, one day. 

 

 

The Second Day 

 

1:6 God said, 'There shall be a sky in the middle of the water, and it shall divide between water and water.' 

1:7 God [thus] made the sky, and it separated the water below the sky from the water above the sky. It remained that way. 

1:8 God named the sky 'Heaven.' It was evening and it was morning, a second day. 

 

 

The Third Day 

 

1:9 God said, 'The waters under the heaven shall be gathered to one place, and dry land shall be seen.' It happened. 

1:10 God named the dry land 'Earth,' and the gatherings of water, He named 'Seas.' God saw that it was good. 

1:11 God said, 'The earth shall send forth vegetation. Seedbearing plants and fruit trees that produce their own kinds of fruits with 

seeds shall be on the earth.' It happened. 

1:12 The earth sent forth vegetation, plants bearing their own kinds of seeds, and trees producing fruits containing their own kinds of 

seeds. God saw that it was good. 

1:13 It was evening and it was morning, a third day. 

 

 

The Fourth Day 

 

1:14 God said, 'There shall be lights in the heavenly sky to divide between day and night. They shall serve as omens [and define] 

festivals, days and years. 

1:15 They shall be lights in the heavenly sky, to shine on the earth.' It happened. 

1:16 God [thus] made the two large lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the smaller light to rule the night. [He also made] the 

stars. 

1:17 God placed them in the heavenly sky to shine on the earth, 

1:18 to rule by day and by night, and to divide between the light and the darkness. God saw that it was good. 

1:19 It was evening and it was morning, a fourth day. 

 

 

The Fifth Day 

 

1:20 God said, 'The water shall teem with swarms of living creatures. Flying creatures shall fly over the land, on the face of the 

heavenly sky.' 

1:21 God [thus] created the great sea monsters, along with every particular species of living thing that crawls, with which the waters 

teem, and every particular species of winged flying creature. God saw that it was good. 

1:22 God blessed them, saying, 'Be fruitful and become many, and fill the waters of the seas. Let the flying creatures multiply on the 

land.' 

1:23 It was evening and it was morning, a fifth day. 

 

 

The Sixth Day 
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1:24 God said, 'The earth shall bring forth particular species of living creatures, particular species of livestock, land animals, and 

beasts of the earth.' It happened. 

1:25 God [thus] made particular species of beasts of the earth, particular species of livestock, and particular species of animals that 

walk the land. God saw that it was good. 

1:26 God said, 'Let us make man with our image and likeness. Let him dominate the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock 

animals, and all the earth - and every land animal that walks the earth.' 

1:27 God [thus] created man with His image. In the image of God, He created him, male and female He created them. 

1:28 God blessed them. God said to them, 'Be fertile and become many. Fill the land and conquer it. Dominate the fish of the sea, the 

birds of the sky, and every beast that walks the land. 

1:29 God said, 'Behold, I have given you every seedbearing plant on the face of the earth, and every tree that has seedbearing fruit. It 

shall be to you for food. 

1:30 For every beast of the field, every bird of the sky, and everything that walks the land, that has in it a living soul, all plant 

vegetation shall be food.' It remained that way. 

1:31 God saw all that he had made, and behold, it was very good. It was evening and it was morning, the sixth day. 

 

The 

Sabbath 

 

2:1 Heaven and earth, and all their components, were [thus] completed. 

2:2 With the seventh day, God finished all the work that He had done. He [thus] ceased on the seventh day from all the work 

that He had been doing. 

2:3 God blessed the seventh day, and He declared it to be holy, for it was on this day that God ceased from all the work that He 

had been creating [so that it would continue] to function. 

 

 

Man; the First Sin 

 

2:4 These are the chronicles of heaven and earth when they were created, on the day God completed earth and heaven. 

2:5 All the wild shrubs did not yet exist on the earth, and all the wild plants had not yet sprouted. This was because God had 

not brought rain on the earth, and there was no man to work the ground. 

2:6 A mist rose up from the earth, and it watered the entire surface of the ground. 

2:7 God formed man out of dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils a breath of life. Man [thus] became a living 

creature. 

2:8 God planted a garden in Eden to the east. There He placed the man that He had formed. 

2:9 God made grow out of the ground every tree that is pleasant to look at and good to eat, [including] the Tree of Life in the 

middle of the garden, and the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil. 

2:10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden. From there it divided and became four major rivers. 

2:11 The name of the first is Pishon. It surrounds the entire land of Havilah where gold is found. 

2:12 The gold of that land is [especially] good. Also found there are pearls and precious stones. 

2:13 The name of the second river is Gihon. It surrounds the land of Cush. 

2:14 The name of the third river is the Tigris which flows to the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates. 

2:15 God took the man and placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it and watch it. 

2:16 God gave the man a commandment, saying, 'You may definitely eat from every tree of the garden. 

2:17 But from the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil, do not eat, for on the day you eat from it, you will definitely die.' 

2:18 God said, 'It is not good for man to be alone. I will make a compatible helper for him.' 

2:19 God had formed every wild beast and every bird of heaven out of the ground. He [now] brought [them] to the man to see 

what he would name each one. Whatever the man called each living thing [would] remain its name. 

2:20 The man named every livestock animal and bird of the sky, as well as all the wild beasts. But the man did not find a helper 

who was compatible for him. 

2:21 God then made the man fall into a deep state of unconsciousness, and he slept. He took one of his ribs and closed the flesh 

in its place. 
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2:22 God built the rib that he took from the man into a woman, and He brought her to the man. 

2:23 The man said, 'Now this is bone from my bones and flesh from my flesh. She shall be called Woman (Ishah) because she 

was taken from man (ish).' 

2:24 A man shall therefore leave his father and mother and be united with his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 

2:25 The man and his wife were both naked, but they were not embarrassed by one another. 

 

Man; the 

First Sin 

 

3:1 The serpent was the most cunning of all the wild beasts that God had made. [The serpent] asked the woman, 'Did God 

really say that you may not eat from any of the trees of the garden?' 

3:2 The woman replied to the serpent, 'We may eat from the fruit of the trees of the garden. 

3:3 But of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, God said, 'Do not eat it, and do not [even] touch it, or else 

you will die.' ' 

3:4 The serpent said to the woman, 'You will certainly not die! 

3:5 Really, God knows that on the day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 

evil.' 

3:6 The woman saw that the tree was good to eat and desirable to the eyes, and that the tree was attractive as a means to gain 

intelligence. She took some of its fruit and ate [it]. She also gave some to her husband, and he ate [it]. 

3:7 The eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked. They sewed together fig leaves, and made 

themselves loincloths. 

3:8 They heard God's voice moving about in the garden with the wind of the day. The man and his wife hid themselves from 

God among the trees of the garden. 

3:9 God called to the man, and He said, 'Where are you [trying to hide]?' 

3:10 'I heard Your voice in the garden,' replied [the man], 'and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.' 

3:11 [God] asked, 'Who told you that you are naked? Did you eat from the tree which I commanded you not to eat?' 

3:12 The man replied, 'The woman that you gave to be with me - she gave me what I ate from the tree.' 

3:13 God said to the woman, 'What is this that you have done?'  

The woman replied, 'The serpent seduced me and I ate [it].' 

3:14 God said to the serpent, 'Because you did this, cursed are you more than all the livestock and all the wild beasts. On your 

belly you shall crawl, and dust you shall eat, all the days of your life. 

3:15 I will plant hatred between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He will strike you in the 

head, and you will strike him in the heel.' 

 

 

The Woman's Curse 

 

3:16 To the woman He said, 'I will greatly increase your anguish and your pregnancy. It will be with anguish that you will give 

birth to children. Your passion will be to your husband, and he will dominate you.' 

 

 

Man's Curse 

 

3:17 To Adam He said, 'You listened to your wife, and ate from the tree regarding which I specifically gave you orders, saying, 

'Do not eat from it.' The ground will therefore be cursed because of you. You will derive food from it with anguish all the 

days of your life. 

3:18 It will bring forth thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the grass of the field. 

3:19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat bread. Finally you will return to the ground, for it was from [the ground] that you 

were taken. You are dust, and to dust you shall return.' 

3:20 The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all life. 

3:21 God made leather garments for Adam and his wife and He clothed them. 
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The Expulsion from Eden 

 

3:22 God said, 'Man has now become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now he must be prevented from putting forth 

his hand and also taking from the Tree of Life. He [can] eat it and live forever!' 

3:23 God banished [man] from the Garden of Eden, to work the ground from which he was taken. 

3:24 He drove away the man, and stationed the cherubim at the east of Eden, along with the revolving sword blade, to guard the 

path of the Tree of Life. 

 

 

 

 

On Creation, the Garden, and Parenting 
 

Main Points: 

 

Textual / Traditional 

 

 ñMale and female He created themò 

 

 ñA helper against himò 

 

Personal 
 

 Difficulty of reconciling G-dôs goodness with this story 

 

o Does G-d lie about the fruit killing them if they ate it? 

 

o What about G-dôs fear and anger at the end of the story? 

 

Parenting rebellious children ï finding out about sex from the other children ï living on their own ï 

appreciating the parent more over time ï ñtough loveò

http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?ACTION=displaypage&BOOK=1&CHAPTER=3#C38
http://bible.ort.org/books/pentd2.asp?ACTION=displaypage&BOOK=1&CHAPTER=3#C39


 

 

32 

The Binding of Isaac (Genesis 22:1 - 19) 
 

 

22:1 After these events, God tested Abraham.  

'Abraham!' He said.  

'Yes.' 

22:2 'Take your son, the only one you love - Isaac - and go away to the Moriah area. Bring him as an all-burned offering on one of the 

mountains that I will designate to you.' 

22:3 Abraham got up early in the morning and saddled his donkey. He took his two men with him, along with his son Isaac. He cut wood for the 

offering, and set out, heading for the place that God had designated. 

22:4 On the third day, Abraham looked up, and saw the place from afar. 

22:5 Abraham said to his young men, 'Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go to that place. We will worship and then return to you.' 

22:6 Abraham took the offering wood and placed it on [the shoulders of] his son Isaac. He himself took the fire and the slaughter knife, and the 

two of them went together. 

22:7 Isaac spoke up to Abraham.  
'Father.'  

'Yes, my son.'  

'Here is the fire and the wood. But where is the lamb for the offering?' 

22:8 'God will see to a lamb for an offering, my son,' replied Abraham.  
The two of them continued together. 

22:9 When they finally came to the place designated by God, Abraham built the altar there, and arranged the wood. He then bound his son Isaac, 

and placed him on the altar on top of the wood. 

22:10 Abraham reached out and took the slaughter knife to slit his son's throat. 

22:11 God's angel called to him from heaven and said, 'Abraham! Abraham!'  
'Yes.' 

22:12 'Do not harm the boy. Do not do anything to him. For now I know that you fear God. You have not withheld your only son from Him.' 

22:13 Abraham then looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. He went and got the ram, sacrificing it as an all-burned offering in 

his son's place. 

22:14 Abraham named the place 'God will See' (Adonoy Yir'eh). Today, it is therefore said, 'On God's Mountain, He will be seen.' 

22:15 God's angel called to Abraham from heaven a second time, 

22:16 and said, 'God declares, 'I have sworn by My own Essence, that because you performed this act, and did not hold back your only son, 

22:17 I will bless you greatly, and increase your offspring like the stars of the sky and the sand on the seashore. Your offspring shall inherit their 

enemies' gate. 

22:18 All the nations of the world shall be blessed through your descendants - all because you obeyed My voice.' ' 

22:19 Abraham returned to his young men, and together they set out and went to Beer-sheba. Abraham remained in Beer-sheba. 
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On the Akeidah Yitzach, the Binding of Isaac 

 
The passage opens with the words, ñV’ha’elohim nisah et-Avrahamò; ñAnd Elohim tested Abrahamò.  Since we were first 

taught this story, we have tried to explain Abrahamôs actions; we have tried to excuse them.    It is easy to read this story 

as a testament to Abrahamôs faith,but I think the story needs to be read differently.  We do not call this story ñAbrahamôs 

Testò.  This tale is called ñThe Binding of Isaacò and we must learn to read it with Isaac as the central figure.     

 

Despite the picture to the left, which I imagine accords with the picture in many of our 

heads, Torah does not tell the story of a proud and strong father in his prime, ready to 

sacrifice his young son for the Almighty.  At the time of the Binding, Isaac was a vigorous 

man of 37 and Abraham was 138 years old!   Could Abraham have bound Isaac without his 

consent?  Midrash Rabbah says: ñBut when Abraham made to sacrifice his son Isaac, Isaac 

said to him: Father, I am a young man and am afraid that my body may tremble through 

fear of the knife and I will wound you …therefore bind me very firmly."   

 

Other peoples read in this story a one of divine redemptioné  ñG-d so loved the world that 

he gave his only begotten sonéò  For us, however, no son is given.   Each of us, Bônei 

Elohim, will eventually give ourselves over to die; we do this because we so love the 

world.  

  

Read the Binding as Isaacôs initiation.  Isaac allowed himself to be bound, faithful that the 

glittering knife, poised and ready, will not come down, we are ready to begin our work, and we arise, whole.   

ñV’ha’elohim nisah et-Avrahamò  ñAnd G-d elevated Abraham through trial.ò  Midrash renders nisah (test) in the sense of 

elevated, like a nise, a banner, that flies high above an army.  Read in this way, it seems to me that Abraham failed, but 

Isaac passed.   At the end of the tale, Abraham, and all the servants who accompanied him, are said to have descended the 

mountain, but no mention is made of Isaac.  Abraham is put to the test, and he does not pass.  It is Isaac does not descend 

from the heights. From the time he arises from being bound, it is Isaac who wears the mantle of patriarch, Isaac who is the 

guardian of our heritage. 

 

 

[The blessing after the reading of the Torah can be found on p. 27]
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Red & Black 

A Theater Ritual for Rosh Hashannah 

 
A long shofar blast. (tekiah) 

 

Elohim: Five thousand, seven hundred and sixty eight years ago,  you came into being.   

In the Beginning, we Elohim created the Fiery Waters  

and we created the World you know.   

The World was without form and void, and our Spirit moved above the Waters. 

And we said, ñLet there be lightò [light candles] and there was light. 

We divided Day from Night, Land from Sky, Ocean from Ocean.   

And yet it was not enough. 

And so we said, óLet us make mankind in our image, after our likeness:  

and let them have dominion over all that we have made.ô  

So Elohim created you in our own image,  

in the image of G-d created we you 

male and female created we you. 

We formed man from the supple red clay, and so he is called Adam. 

We created woman from the black and fertile mud, and so she is called Lilit. 

 

Adam and Lilith arise [from under a sheet], new-born. 

 

<Three crying shofar sounds.  (shevarim)> 

 

Adam and Lilith: We claim Body, we claim Love, we claim Mind, we claim Spirit.  All that it is to be human, we lay claim to, in the 

Name of El. 

 

 

<Adam picks up the chalice, uncovers it, and holds it with 2 hands before him.> 

<Lilith places her hands over the chalice.> 

 

Lilith: We pour out wine for those who have left. 

Adam: We pour out wine for those who have not yet come. 

<spill out wine onto ground> 

 

Lilith:  Lôshana tova. 

 

Adam:  A good year.  

 

Lilith:  Lôshana tova tikatevu! 

 

Adam:  A good year, let it be written! 

 

Lilith:  Lôshana tova, tikatevu, ketivah vôchatima tova! 

 

Adam:  A good year, let it be written, and let it be sealed for good! 

 

<Nine short shofar bursts.  (teruah)> 

 

Lilith: This is the fruit of the One Heart; 

Drink of it, for there is no part of you that is not of the Elohim  

 

Adam: This is the fruit of the One Mind; 

Drink of it, for there is no part of you that is not of Elohim. 

 

<All drink and make merry.> 
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Sending of Angels (2
nd

 half of Shalom Aleichem) 
 

We bid the angels farewell as we conclude our service. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bless me with peace, 

Messengers of peace, 

Messengers of the Most High, 

Of the Supreme King of Kings, 

The Holy One, Blessed be He. 

 

May your departure be in peace, 

Messengers of peace, 

Messengers of the Most High, 

Of the Supreme King of Kings, 

The Holy One, Blessed be He.
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Priestly Benediction (Concluding Prayer) 

(If no Kohen is present, a nazir or an exceedingly cool rabbi will do. Failing that, weôll all just try blessing each 

other and see if it takes.) 

 

                             
 

Mystically significant trivia (courtesy of Wikipedia): 

 

The symbol pictured above, made by the hands of a Kohen while reciting this benediction, forms the letter shin, which may stand for 

“Shaddai”, one of the names of G-d. The prayer itself is from Numbers 6, and is the oldest blessing yet uncovered by archaeologists. 

 

Also, the Talmud describes G-d as peering through the “lattice” formed by the hands of the Kohanim, referencing the Song of Songs 

(2:9): 

 My Beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. 

 Behold, he stands behind our wall. 

 He looks in through the windows. 

Peering through the lattice. 
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Fuck it All, Fucking No Regrets 

A Taschlich Ritual from Academy 23 

 

Purpose:  At the end of the ritual, each participant is fully freed from any ritual vows or oaths he has made.  

This includes, but is not limited to, vows made to himself, vows made to other people, vows made to magical 

beings, and vows made to G-d.  The participant should emerge bound by nothing, and without any regrets.  (If 

you do not wish to nullify certain vows, be sure to keep them in your mind as you perform the ceremony.) 

 

Setup: Leader & participants should gather at the banks of a body of water.  Each participant receives a piece of 

matzoh, and a red magic marker.  (Markers may be shared.)  

 

Leader: Each of you holds the bread of affliction.  It was the bread of our slavery in the House of Bondage, and 

now it is the bread of obligation.  With words of red, it becomes all oaths, all sin, and all regret.  On Rosh 

Hashanah, the anniversary of Creation, we are all created anew, released of all bonds, all vows, all oaths.  

Whatsoever oath you have not kept, whatsoever sin you renounce, whatsoever it is you cast off, write it on the 

bread of obligation. 

 

Leader: ñInheritor of a Dying World, we call you into Living Beauty.  Break your bonds, and feed the water of 

liberation!  Like the trees that shed their leaves, let go of those things that can no longer nourish you.  Like the 

serpent that sheds its skin, wriggle free from anything that holds you back.  As you throw these things into the 

living waters , know that you pledge nothing, are bound by nothing, you are bathed in Nothing!  Repeat!ò 

 

Participant should break their matzoh, and throw the pieces into the river. 

 

Participant: ñI pledge nothing!  I am bound by nothing!  I am bathed in Nothing!  As I say it, so do I become!ò 

 

Leader: ñWanderer in the Wild Darkness, you have stepped into the Boundless Light.  When you wander, take 

this light, Light Without Limit, and Beautify the Dark with Glamour.ò 

 

All drink wine, eat apples and honey, and make merry. 

 

 

New Pillar of Smoke traditions from 2007: 

 

 Tashlich on Washingtonôs Landing 

 

 After tashlich, everyone stand in a circle holding hands, and spin around as fast as you can, laugh, and 

keep going until you all feel like stopping. 

 

 Take the seeds from your apples, and everyone plant one (or just drop one on top of soil), with an 

intention they wish to have grow in the coming year. 


